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NEWSLETTER 
Wembley Downs Primary School 

From the Principal 

All Parents, 

As we head towards the end of the term it is always an opportune time to 
note some reminders, suggest some new items and ensure that we are 
all aware of the arrangements post COVID. 

Firstly, the school professional development days for the remainder of 
2020 are as follows; 

20 and 21 July (the first two days of term 3). 

12 October 2020 (first day of term 4) 

The arrangements for drop off and pick up are as follows; 

Current Arrangements – Drop Off and Pick Up 

Gates Open at 8.40am close at 9.00am 

We encourage all parents to drop their child at the gate and allow the students to organise themselves 
ahead of their school day. From everything that I am hearing – this seems to be working very well. 
Students who are late must enter the school through the administration area. 

Gates are closed from 9.00am to 3.10pm 

All visitors to the school must enter the school through the administration area and sign in (visitors and 
maintenance staff) students will be given a late note card.  

Gates open at 3.10pm and will close at 3.30pm. 

Parents are very welcome into the school between these times to catch up with teachers, look at their 
child’s work etc.  

I am confident that all parents appreciate that it is important to make an appointment with your child’s 
teacher to discuss a student’s progress and related issues. Brief ‘door stops’ interviews are difficult to 
negotiate and teachers prefer to be prepared for meetings so that they can engage in a quality discussion 
regarding a child’s progress etc.  

National School Opinion Survey (NSOS) 

The NSOS is required to be conducted by schools every two years. This is timely for WDPS as we are 
beginning to write our 2021 – 2023 WDPS Business Plan. The NSOS will be part of the data set that is used 
to inform the direction of the plan. 

To ensure that we get a broad range of respondents and views the WDPS survey will be open from 
9.00am, 22 June 2020 until the conclusion of the term (5.30pm, 3 July 2020). 

In advance, we thank all families for taking the time to provide feedback to the school. 

16 JUNE, 2020 

Wembley Downs Primary School 

Telephone 9222 9300 

Website: www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au 

email: wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday 20 July 

School Development Day 
No Students 

 

Tuesday 21 July 

School Development Day 
No Students 
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From the Principal Cont’d 

School Times  

The staff and the School Board have discussed how the school can shorten the current length of the 
lunch break. Currently our lunch break is for fifty minutes.  

For many reasons, a fifty-minute lunch break is too long for the students – particularly in the summer 
months. The students (particularly the younger ones) come back to class after a long lunch, exhausted 
and unsettled. We have formed the view that a better lunch break structure would be, fifteen minutes of 
eating time followed by a twenty-five-minute play period. This, we believe, is a sufficient lunch break for 
the students. 

In so far as we can ascertain the majority of primary schools now have a forty-minute lunch break.  

We have restructured the internal timetable to meet the learning needs of the students and we feel that 
now is an opportune time to review the lunch break to again focus on improving their learning time. 
However, reducing the lunch break will impact on either the start time or the finish time of the school 
day.  

After discussion by the staff and the School Board, we are proposing the following two options. 

School Start  8.40am and a 2.50pm finish. 

School Start 8.50am and a 3.00pm finish. 

The school will distribute a Survey Monkey this week asking for parents to nominate which time best 
suits their family’s needs.  

It is intended that we will commence the new times for the commencement of term four (13 October 
2020). 

In conclusion, I would like to note that the feedback to the school, since the beginning of the year and 
particularly during and after the COVID pandemic, has been very positive. The effect of positive 
commentary and emails is very encouraging and inspires all of the staff to focus on establishing a first-
class educational experience for every student. 

At the School Board meeting on 15 June, all of the Board members offered their thanks and appreciation 
to all of the school staff, on behalf of the school community, for the way the school negotiated the entire 
COVID issue.   

Thanks  

Mr Lincoln Day—Principal 
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P & C News 

Next P&C Committee Meeting – Tuesday June 23rd 

Our next regular P&C meeting is on Tuesday June 23rd at 7.30pm in the school staff room and all are wel-

come. This is our first in-person meeting for some time and we are really looking forward to seeing each 

other again. If you are unable to make it and would like anything raised or have a question to ask, please 

email Alana at secretary.wdpspc@mail.tidyhq.com and we will ensure that your comments or ideas are 

included. Our P&C is stronger with your feedback and input, so please don’t be shy in coming forward 

with any issues, projects or just general comments - we love feedback! Please note that the full minutes 

from our previous meetings are included on our page on the school website http://

www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens  and we include meeting highlights in the fortnightly school 

newsletter following each P&C meeting. 

P&C Communication 

We have several ways you can find out about the P&C, to keep you informed and updated. 

 Follow us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-

290821727734550/ 

 Follow us on Instagram #wembleydownspandc 

 Visit our page on the school website. Here you will find updates and all previous meeting minutes 

 https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens 

 Keep an eye out for our regular information and updates in the school newsletter which comes out 

fortnightly 

Connection and Engagement 

One of the important roles of our P&C is to provide opportunities for our whole community to connect 

and engage – events that enable us to spend time with each other and develop friendships. We have real-

ly missed not being able to do this due to COVID 19 restrictions, so at our meeting next week we will be 

brainstorming ideas as to how we can still do this, bearing in mind restrictions that are still in place. 

Watch this space – and if you have any suggestions, they are most welcome. 

Funding Focus for 2020 

Our funding focus for 2020, as confirmed at the end of last year and via our community survey is still on 

contributing to further classroom upgrades and finishing stage two of the nature play project – the Early 

Childhood Centre playground. We are hoping we can still complete what we had planned at the start of 

the year, however this will depend on what funds we are able to raise. If you have any suggestions for 

funding priorities for 2021, we would love to hear from you so we can start planning now. 

P & C Committee 

loving our school, loving our community 

http://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens
http://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens
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Music News 

Choir rehearsals are now back to  normal with all year 4, 5 and 6 students in choir rehearsing 8.00 -

8.45am on Tuesdays. Any student from these year groups are welcome to attend. We are working on 

learning our repertoire for a filmed music video to be recorded next term. Information about costumes 

and after school recording sessions will be sent out soon. 

Help Needed for the Year 6 Vegie Garden Project 

Our brilliant Year 6's have been working hard all 
year on regrowing and beautifying the school's 
vegetable garden. As not many of us have been in 
the school lately you probably haven't seen it - but 
it is looking amazing. 

This project is more than just planting a few things 
- it is a continuous living lesson in Science, Health, 
Design & Tech, Art, Leadership, English and Maths! 

They are now looking to fence and paint the gar-
den bed walls and to do this we are hoping our fab 
community can help us out. 

If you can assist with the items below - please 
email Christine.Burchard@education.wa.edu.au 

Great work Year 6's - we can't wait to see and en-
joy the results of your hard toil and efforts! 

P & C News Cont. 

mailto:Christine.Burchard@education.wa.edu.au
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2021 Kindy Enrolments 

We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2021.  Application Forms can be found on the school 
website https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/enrolments .  Once completed with all relevant docu-
mentation, you can email, post or drop forms off at School Office—entrance on Bournemouth Street side 
of school.  Closing Date is 24th July 2020. 

Thank you to the Parents who have returned their applications for Pre Primary 2021 

Thank you also to Parents that are advising the Office when they need to collect students for appoint-
ments. 

Library News 

School Office 

West Australian Young Readers Book 
Awards (WAYRBA) 2020 

Thank you to all the students who have been 
reading and voting for the WAYRBA books. 
We have 50 votes in the box already!  In the 
lead with the most votes so far are the Year 4 
students from Rooms 15 and 16; closely fol-
lowed by Year 1 in Rooms 6 and 7. Voting will 
finish at the end of Term 3 and one lucky vot-
er will win a prize. The votes will then be tal-
lied and returned to WAYRBA before the win-
ning books are announced.  

Keep reading and voting! 

Alicia Graham – Library Officer 
Two of my lovely library helpers, Chloe and Asha from Room 3, 
helped create the display this month. Thank you  

https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/enrolments
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Sport News 

With the recent lifting of restrictions, I am happy to announce that Wembley Downs Primary School is 

able to run our annual Faction Cross Country championship. The event is scheduled to take place on Fri-

day 26th June.  Due to the ongoing Covid 19 situation, it has been decided that this year the event will 

be held at Butlers Reserve. 

The reasons behind this is to allow parents to be able to attend the event. With the current restrictions 

on the number of people allowed at any gathering, it would be problematic to hold the event using the 

traditional course around the school. By using Butlers Reserve parents can watch the event from the 

banks on the outside of the reserve. Whilst allowing the students to run on the inside of the reserve. 

Students from Year 3 to 6 will walk with their class teachers from the school during recess and will re-

turn in time for lunch.  

An approximate running time for the event. 

Year 3 Girls  -11.30 

Year 3 Boys – 11.40 

Year 4 Girls – 11.50 

Year 4 Boys – 12.00 

Year 5 Girls -12.10 

Year 5 Boys -  12.25 

Year 6 Girls – 12.40 

Year 6 Boys – 12.55 

 

Students in Year 1 to 2 will take part in their event on the school oval. The event will take place after 

lunch, parents are asked to watch the event from the banks around the edge of the oval.  

Year 1 Girls – 14.20 

Year 1 Boys – 14.30 

Year 2 Girls – 14.40 

Year 2 Boys – 14.50 

 

In the event of poor weather, the school will make a decision on the morning of the event, and a con-

nect message will be sent to parents. 

Paul Rosier 
PE teacher 
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Drama 

Kindness 
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Wembley Downs Kids Club  

 

Before school, After school and Vacation Care! 

Come join us in a friendly and fun environment that is situated within the centre 

of the school.  The indoor and outdoor areas offer a safe and secure setting for 

children to explore, discover, investigate, and direct their own learning interests 

and projects. We believe in providing a fun environment where each child can 

select a variety of things to do for the morning or afternoon.   

Our wonderful   Educators are consistent and have an amazing bond with the 

children and families. They are there to pick up and drop off the children to and 

from their classrooms and support their needs and interests each day!  

Ages: 5 – 12 years 

Open Mon to Fri 
Before School Care 

7.00am – 9.00am 
 

After School Care 

3.00pm – 6.00pm 
 

Vacation Care 

7.00am – 6.00pm 
 
 

Currently taking new enrolments!  

 

For more information please contact Amanda Biffin (Kids Club Coordinator) on 
(08)9245 3255 or via email: wembleydowns.kidsclub@mulberrytree.com.au 

mailto:wembleydowns.kidsclub@mulberrytree.com.au
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