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NEWSLETTER 
Wembley Downs Primary School 

From the Principal 

All Parents, 

The school holidays (3 sleeps but who is counting?) are now just ‘around 
the corner’. I think that all of the staff are looking forward to a well-
earned break. Whilst the term has had many positives, it will be good to 
‘draw a line’ under the term and look ahead to term three. 

As principal of WDPS, it is inspiring to be able to support the hard work 
of all staff as they ‘shape’ their classroom teaching programs to 
something that resembles what would otherwise have occurred without 
all of the challenges of COVID. 

For example, staff are busy planning excursions and camps for term 3 
and 4. Two classes are attending the Fremantle Maritime Museum 
today. These are the events the students look forward to. Activities that 
occur outside of the classroom can be engaging and powerful learning 
experiences. The work load for organising excursions and camps is significant. The school is very fortunate 
to have staff who are willing to extend their educational programs and apply the energy and effort 
required to plan excursions and camps. 

We have scheduled an assembly this Friday. At the assembly, we will give out class merit awards and 
citizenship awards. We were keen to invite parents along to this assembly. However, the advice from the 
Department of Education of W.A. is that we still need to maintain 2sqm of social distancing space for 
parents and or, visitors to the assembly. With all of the students in attendance we would not, 
unfortunately, have that area available. We will take photos of the merit and citizenship award winners 
and post them to Connect. 

Despite the restrictions and difficulties associated with COVID-19 it is also very encouraging for the school 
to have the support of the School Board, the P&C and the broader school community. Thanks to everyone 
for their words of encouragement and support over the last term. The School Board Chair and the P&C 
President noted and thanked the school for the efforts of all of the staff as we attempted to work within 
and around the restrictions of COVID. 

It has been very enjoyable being able to greet the students at the gates in the morning. We appreciate 
and thank mums and dads for dropping their child(ren) at the school gates in the morning – it seems to 
be working well for staff, students and parents. It is very encouraging to see Kindy, Pre-Primary and year 
one students, in particular, organising themselves and demonstrating general independence.  

In previous communications we have noted that we encourage mums and dads into the school between 
3.00pm and 3.30pm. To assist this, all staff will release the students from their classrooms at 3.10pm. If 
we could ask that parents, please not wait directly outside the classroom between 3.00pm and 3.10pm, 
that would be appreciated. We would like to avoid congestion around the classroom doors at the end of 
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From the Principal Cont’d 

P & C News 

the day. The students, upon being dismissed can collect their bags etc. and locate their mum or dad 
within the vicinity of their classroom. This will also assist the students to further build their independence 
– which many of them seem to be enjoying. We can try this for term three and see how it works. 

Here is the link to SurveyMonkey asking parents to indicate which time they prefer for the proposed new 
start and finish times (please see previous newsletter).  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/wdpstimes  

Lastly, I hope everyone has a very safe and enjoyable holiday.  

All student reports will be available by close of business on Connect on Wednesday, 1 July 2020.  

It seems that many families are heading North for some sunnier weather. Wherever your destination, 
please drive safely and always let the, ‘in a rush over takers … overtake’! 

Look forward to seeing everyone back in and around the school in term three.  

Thanks  

Mr Lincoln Day—Principal 

 

 

Kooka’s Café - PIZZA Day this Friday  

Must Order by 5pm Wednesday July 1
st

!! 

Don’t forget it is PIZZA DAY this Friday to celebrate the last day of Term 2 
at Kookas Café. 
We have Cheese, Pepperoni, Ham & Cheese and Vegetarian available 
(Gluten Free on request).  
For $3.50 the children will receive a piece of pizza and a juice. Additional 
pieces of pizza are available for $1.50. If you don't want your child to have 
a juice, then simply order the amount of pizza slices required on the XTRA 
pieces list. 
Please note that there will be NO other lunch orders available on that day. 
Orders can be made online via school 24 under the events section.  Orders 
for pizza close Wednesday 1st July with no late orders being accepted.  
 
P&C Meeting last Week – Highlights 

Last week we held our first meeting in person since March and it was just so great to catch up face to 
face. More details and full minutes to come at the start of next term, but a few of the highlights from 
this incredibly productive and jam-packed meeting were:   

 It was a full house – thank you everyone for attending 

 The committee endorsed funding so that construction of the Final stage of the Naturescape Project 
– the sensory play based learning playground in the PP centre – can begin. We expect this to be 
completed by the end of term three. 

 The committee endorsed funding towards classroom upgrades, to the value of $16,000 as per our 
key funding focus for 2020. 

 The committee endorsed contributing up to $2,000 towards the Year 6 Vegetable Garden Project. 

 The committee is working hard on planning community events, information workshops and fund-
raising events for terms 3 and 4. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/wdpstimes
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P & C News Cont’d  

Chess Club 

P&C Communication 
We have several ways you can find out about the P&C, to keep you informed and updated 
 Follow us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-

290821727734550/ 
 Follow us on Instagram #wembleydownspandc 
 Visit our page on the school website. Here you will find updates and all previous meeting 

minutes 
 https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens 
 Keep an eye out for our regular information and updates in the school newsletter which 

comes out fortnightly 
 

P & C Committee 
loving our school, loving our community 

Chess Club is Back 
 
On Monday 22nd June the library was a verve of excitement as 54 students were welcomed back to play-
ing chess during lunch time All children who participated played in fair and good spirited games. Stu-
dents were playing as individuals, pairs and in groups in side the library and outside on the chess courts. 
 
Mr Bonallack, Mrs Brown, Mr Andrews and Mr Tolev are looking forward to continuing chess club in 
term 3 and beyond. Any parent wishing to join our group of supervisors please let Mr Tolev know of their 
interest.  

https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-290821727734550/
https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-290821727734550/
https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens
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Mrs Michelle Leeming—Deputy 

Deputy’s Desk 

Crunch & Sip 
At Wembley Downs PS Crunch & Sip is already a part of our school day. This routine has become even more important since 
we moved morning recess and lunch times to later times.  
As we already value crunch and sip practises in our classrooms, we are going to work towards becoming a certified Crunch 
& Sip school.  
This week the students will be bringing home a variety of brochures to support the program.  We will also share information 
and ideas in each newsletter. 
 
 
 

About Crunch & Sip 
 
Crunch&Sip is a primary school nutrition program, 
developed to increase the quantities of vegetables, 
fruits and water being consumed by Western Aus-
tralian children. It is an easy way to help kids stay 
healthy and happy! 
 
Crunch&Sip is a set time during the school day for students to eat vegetables and fruit and drink water in 
the classroom. Students bring vegetables and/or fruit and a water bottle to school each day for the 
Crunch&Sip break.  Giving students the chance to re-fuel with fruit or vegetables helps to improve physi-
cal and mental performance and concentration in the classroom, as well as promoting long term health. 
 
Crunch&Sip is a well-established program in Western Australia, with over 48% of eligible schools across 
the state currently certified. 
 
While primary school aged children in WA are doing a great job of eating enough fruit, only 1 in 6 are 
getting enough vegetables.  Why not pack some fresh vegetables for Crunch & Sip today such as carrot, 
celery, snow peas, broccoli, cherry tomatoes or cucumber. 
 
The objectives of Crunch&Sip are to: 
 Increase awareness of the importance of eating vegetables and fruit and drinking water 
 
 Provide students, teachers and staff an opportunity to eat vegetables and fruit during Crunch & Sip 
time in the classroom 
 
 Encourage students, teachers and staff to drink water throughout the day in the classroom, during 
break times and at sports, excursions and camps 
 

 Improve the nutrition knowledge, attitudes and behaviours, among parents and community members 
Increase the proportion of Western Australian primary schools implementing the Crunch & Sip program. 
More information about the program is available at: https://www.crunchandsip.com.au/teachers/about-
the-program 
 
 

Put some crunch into your day 

https://www.crunchandsip.com.au/teachers/about-the-program
https://www.crunchandsip.com.au/teachers/about-the-program
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Deputy’s Desk 

Attendance Counts 

A study conducted by the Telethon Institute for Child Health and Research studied data collected from 
400,000 WA public schools in the past five years. 

Whilst interesting and factual, the report concluded that there is no safe threshold of tolerable absences. 
It stated that many parents believe it did not matter if children missed a day here and there of primary 
school. In fact, the report showed a strong correlation between regular attendances, positive outlook to 
learning something everyday and consistent effort are learning keys to progress and achievement. The 
article went on to say that “… going to school is more than just learning maths or reading. It’s actually 
learning to show up.” 

The report showed school attendance patterns were developed in Year 1. This infers a real need for par-
ent support across all year levels, particularly parents who have children in early childhood programs. 

Whilst our school can boast over the last five years of school attendance averages in excess of 95% we all 
should be reminded of the importance of our children to go school. 

As parents have ultimate responsibility to get children to school it’s important to note that it impacts on 
teachers as well. Whilst full attendance can give your child full opportunity to succeed it also gives teach-
ers full opportunity to conduct quality assessments. Together and with full attendance we can all give our 
children a better pathway to learning success. In any instance where your child does not go to school you 
must let the school know and the reason for their absence.  

 

 

Mr George Tolev—Deputy 

If your child 

 misses ... 

That equals From Kindy to 

year 12 that 

adds up to.. 

Equivalent of at-

tending school 

until... 

Or... Attendance 

rate 

1 day per fortnight 20 days per year Nearly 1.5 years Part way through 

year 11 

1 month per year 90% 

1 day a week 40 days per year Over 2.5 years  Part way through 

year 10 

2 months per year 80% 

2 days a week 80 days per year Over 5 years The end of year 7 4 months per year 60% 

3 days a week 120 days per year Nearly 8 years The end of year 4 6 months per 

year 

40% 
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Sports News 

On a sunny winters day, the school held its cross country races. Pre-primary through to Year 2 students 
ran around our school oval. Year 3 to Year 6 students ran at Butlers Oval. 

Congratulations to the following winners and place getters in in their respective year level. A big thank 
you to our parent helpers on the day and fellow teaching staff for training up the students. 

All winners and faction tallies will be announced at this Friday’s assembly. 

After a very different term 2 than we are used to. Wembley Downs Primary school made a welcome re-
turn to some normality on Friday 26th June, with our annual Faction Cross Country. This year however, 
saw a change of venue, as our run around the school was moved to Butlers reserve. With the threat of 
rain easing the students from Year 3 to 6 made the short walk to the reserve. The track consisted of run-
ning around the outside of the whole reserve including a climb up and down the bank. 

First up the Year 3 girls took to the track and despite it being slightly heavy under foot, showed the rest 
how it was done. This was followed by the Year 3 boys race then through to the final race of the event 
the Year 6 boys. The races across all year groups were keenly contested and all the students showed 
great determination to finish a challenging course.  

After the lunch break it was the turn of our younger students, with the Pre Primary, Year 1 and Year 2. 
The students raced around the edge of the Wembley Downs oval, this year again saw a change from pre-
vious years and included for the first time, help from our Year 6 faction captains. Who helped with organ-
ising, recording and placing the younger students. 

With Covid 19 having caused so much disruption in 2020, it was great to see so many parents come out 
to support their children at the cross country. Unfortunately there will be no interschool cross country 
events this year. However it is planned that the Faction Carnival and Interschool Athletics will go ahead as 
usual in term 3.  

Event Winner Second Third Fourth 

Year 6 Girls Ryana K Elise B Chloe S Chloe V 

Year 6 Boys Cooper B Lenny B Dan K Dempsey N 

Year 5 Girls Isabel P Alissa C Neyla F Gabby V 

Year 5 Boys Max H Sydney H Marley M Dustin C 

Year 4 Girls Billie L Stella B Mali J Alannah C 

Year 4 Boys Zeb T Zac T Kai B Sam H 

Year 3 Girls Luella H Jesse C Diana M Tahlia C 

Year 3 Boys Marcus N James B James D Khyber A 

Year 2 Girls Alia Eve Lucy Chloe 

Year 2 Boys Dylan Ky Harry Thomas 

Year 1 Girls Rachel Evie Leela Eden 

Year 1 Boys Daniel Oli Tyce Solly 

PP Girls Mila Ashley Emily Beatrice 

PP Boys Finn Parker Ivan Luke 
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Edu-dance – thank you to all that have returned permission slips and advice to re-allocate or make pay-
ment.  There are still some more to come in, please return no later than  this Thursday 2nd July, that 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Please find below proposed time-table for Term 3. 

Please note week 1 Lesson for Tuesday will be held on Thursday Week 1  due to Pupil Free day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

School Office 

9.00am to 9.30am Yr 5 Rm 3 9.00am  to 9.30am Yr 6 Rm 4 

9.30am to 10.00am Yr 1 Rm 6 9.30am to 10.00am Yr 2 Rm 8 

10.00am to 13.30am Yr 2 R9 10.00am to 10.30am Yr 2 Rm 12 

10.30am to 11.00am Kindy 10.30am to 11.00am Kindy 

Recess    Recess    

11.20am to 11.50am Yr 3 Rm 11 11.20am to 11.50am Yr 1 Rm 7 

11.50am to 12.20am PPA 11.50am to 12.20am Yr 4/5 Rm16 

12.20am to 1.20am PPB 12.20am to 12.50am Yr 3/4 Rm 14 

Lunch        

2.00pm to 2.30pm Yr 5/6 Rm 10     

2.30pm to 3.00pm Yr 4 Rm 15     

Tuesday Week  2—9 Friday  Week  1—9 
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Sport News 

Winter Netball Competition 

Year 1 NetSetGo Program 

A reminder to register via https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?
id=88566&type=6&save=0&entityid=47386  

Starting Monday 27th July 2020 (Week 2, Term 3) 

3.20pm – 4.20pm  

8 sessions, conveniently run at WDPS at $115 per participant 

Years 2 - 6 

If you still require a new netball dress, please contact Narelle on narellejn@yahoo.com.au.au 

Cost $35 

Reminder first round starts from Saturday 18th July.  

Your team Manager will confirm your game times and what time to arrive for warm up.  

If you have any queries, please contact Charm Crabb on  charmcrabb@netspace.net.au  

We look forward to an enjoyable netball season!  

School Office Cont’d 

Lost Property – Ask your child/
children to check if anything belongs 
to them. 

Friday Assembly—cancelled 

Unfortunately due to the size of our 
undercover area, we are not able to 
have parents on site.  Students re-
ceiving awards will be photographed 
and picture sent to the parents. 

Drop-off and Pick-up – Safety  

Be aware of children entering and leaving the school grounds, there have been some near misses recent-
ly.  Please take care! 

Please take the time to read Safe Parking at Schools from the City of Stirling. 

https://www.stirling.wa.gov.au/services-and-support/parking-and-transport/safe-parking-at-schools 

Dental Clinic 

Deanmore Dental Therapy Centre will be closed over the holidays.  For emergencies only please contact 
Marmion Dentail Therapy Centre on 9447 1275. 

https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?id=88566&type=6&save=0&entityid=47386
https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/reg/welcome.aspx?id=88566&type=6&save=0&entityid=47386
mailto:narellejn@yahoo.com.au
mailto:charmcrabb@netspace.net.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stirling.wa.gov.au%2Fservices-and-support%2Fparking-and-transport%2Fsafe-parking-at-schools&data=02%7C01%7CCatherine.Smith6%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cbf5d79fe4cbb40e98ba208d81c05c6c7%7Ce08016
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Wembley Downs Kids Club  

 

Before school, After school and Vacation Care! 

Come join us in a friendly and fun environment that is situated within the centre 

of the school.  The indoor and outdoor areas offer a safe and secure setting for 

children to explore, discover, investigate, and direct their own learning interests 

and projects. We believe in providing a fun environment where each child can 

select a variety of things to do for the morning or afternoon.   

Our wonderful   Educators are consistent and have an amazing bond with the 

children and families. They are there to pick up and drop off the children to and 

from their classrooms and support their needs and interests each day!  

Ages: 5 – 12 years 

Open Mon to Fri 
Before School Care 

7.00am – 9.00am 
 

After School Care 

3.00pm – 6.00pm 
 

Vacation Care 

7.00am – 6.00pm 
 
 

Currently taking new enrolments!  

 

For more information please contact Amanda Biffin (Kids Club Coordinator) on 
(08)9245 3255 or via email: wembleydowns.kidsclub@mulberrytree.com.au 

mailto:wembleydowns.kidsclub@mulberrytree.com.au
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