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NEWSLETTER 
Wembley Downs Primary School 

From the Principal 

All Parents, 

This term has started like no other. Although, there has been one 
constant, the high attendance rate of students since the first day of 
school. Since the beginning of term, we have progressed from an 
attendance of approximately 85% through to 94% (18 May 2020). The 
average yearly attendance rate for the school is, ~95%. 

I have wrestled with how to present the next topic since observing the 
many positives aspects of the current beginning and end of day 
arrangements.  

Beginning & End of Day Arrangements. 

The staggered starts and finishes to the school day and the drop off and pick-ups at the ‘school gate’ 
procedures were established as a direct response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  These arrangements will 
continue until the conclusion of week 7 or earlier, if advised by the Department of Education.  

Under the current arrangements all of the staff have noticed many unanticipated benefits for the 
students. I think that some of those observations are worth sharing. 

Some of the positives that both staff and parents have noted for the students include; 

1. Separation anxiety has been less (nearly non-existent) than previously experienced. 

2. Student behaviour in the mornings has improved across the school. Specifically, the students are 
‘code switching’ (behaviourally, socially and emotionally) far better between home and school as they 
enter through the school gates. It is much easier for the students to ‘code switch’ when they have 
that artificial boundary. 

3. The Kindy students are walking from the gate and into their classroom ready to start their day without 
any great degree of assistance. Miss Palmer is super impressed with their ability to unpack their bags 
and transition to begin their day! 

4. The students arrive every morning ‘ready to learn’. They use the 10 minutes between the gates 
opening and the start of the day to interact and setup for the day. 

5. It is very encouraging to see older students escorting their younger siblings to class. 

6. The administration team have the opportunity to welcome the students into school each day. 

7. The teachers use the time between when they arrive at school (~7.30am onwards) and 8.40am to set 
up their classroom for the day and engage in planning discussions with their colleagues. Prior to the 
changes brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, some students were arriving at school as early as 
7.45am. 
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8. Many parents have also commented upon the benefits for their children under the current 
arrangements. 

Given the above, we think that following any changes made at the end of week 7, that there is merit in 
retaining some aspects of the present arrangements until, at least, the conclusion of this term. 

The school gates will open at 8.40am for all students. Classes commence at 8.50am. 

Students move independently into their classroom and use the time between 8.40am and 8.50am to 
setup themselves up for the day. 

The school gates will remain closed between 9.00am and 3.00pm. All visitors to the school during those 
hours must enter the school through the administration area. 

Please Note: the current procedures are in place until the end of week 7 of term. Assuming further easing 
we will implement the above until the end of term as a trial. 

Year 6 Drama Program 2020 

The COVID-19 issues have certainly created challenges for schools across the state. Many schools have 
important extra curricula programs that are a part of the ‘fabric’ of a particular school. Since our first 
performance in 2017, the year six drama program has become a highly valued event by students, staff 
and parents. 

Thankfully, we have been able to retain this program for 2020. However, the full-dress rehearsals and the 
performance night are entirely dependent upon the further easing of present restrictions governing 
public assembly. In the interim, we are implementing a modified program (no more than 18 per group 
plus two instructors) with the cooperation and expertise of our creative playwright, director, 
choreographer and general all-round star, Yvette. All things going well, these arrangements will see the 
workshops, rehearsals and gala performance night proceed across the remainder of this term and term 
three. 

The Gala Performance will be held at Churchlands Senior High School on 24 September 2020. Show times 
and other details will be made available closer to ‘show night’. Please mark that date calendar in your 
diary. 

We are all hoping that our Annual Year 6 Drama Performance might be a very nice way for the whole 
school community to celebrate emerging from under the COVID-19 cloud. 

Classroom / Toilet Block Refurbishments 

Much of this work has been completed. classrooms have been painted and recarpeted. The boys toilet is 
now in the process of being thoroughly revamped. We have been able to locate the source of that ‘well 
known’ odour and extensive works will commence this week. The boys toilets (adjacent to the undercover 
area) are going to be completely refurbished.  

Mother’s Day Stall 

Thanks to Tam Bourne, Katie Turner and our hard-working Student Councillors for ensuring that the 
Mother’s Day stall was a success. Both Tam and Katie were very impressed with the effort and enthusiasm 
displayed by all of the Student Councillors.  

Rex Josh Cooper       Riyan       

Rachel  Lexie Layla D       Emily 

In a term of ‘firsts’, tonight will also be another first – a P&C meeting via Zoom! 

Again, thank you to all of the parents who have sent messages of encouragement for school staff, it is 
greatly appreciated.  

Mr Lincoln Day—Principal 
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Mothers Day Stall 

2021 Kindy Enrolments 

We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2021.  Application Forms can be found on the school 
website https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/enrolments .  Once completed with all relevant docu-
mentation, you can email, post or drop forms off at School Office—entrance on Bournemouth Street side 
of school.  Closing Date is 24th July 2020. 

Collecting Students during school hours 

Due to parents not able to come onto school grounds, please phone the office and/or advise the teacher 
of when you need to collect your student.  We will endeavour to have them waiting for you in the office. 

The Higher Ability Selection Test (HAST) for entry into Year 7 in 2021 Academic Extension 
Program at Churchlands SHS is now to take place on Saturday 29 August 2020. The closing 
date for applications is Monday 10 August 2020. 

Applications forms are available at Churchlands Senior High School Office or on our web-
site:  :  www.churchlands.wa.edu.au  
 

Churchlands Senior High School 

School Office 

https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/enrolments
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchlands.wa.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CKerry.Blechynden%40education.wa.edu.au%7C5a9b68e468534276807f08d7f572bb2c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637247745427568839&sdata=T8cQUd
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Music News 

Library 

WAYRBA is a readers’ choice award. Young readers throughout WA read the nominated books and vote 
either in their school or public library, or online. This year WAYRBA is celebrating 40 years. You can see 
all the winning titles since 1980 displayed on bunting in 
our library. 

Books nominated in the WAYRBA 2020 Picture Books 
and Younger Readers categories have arrived in our 
library. They are displayed at the front entrance of the 
library and are now available for loan. Students can 
complete a voting form when they have borrowed and 
finished reading a WAYRBA nominated book.  One 
lucky student vote will be drawn from the voting box 
for a prize at the end of the competition. 

You can also vote online here: 

https://wayrba.org.au/nominate-and-vote/ 

Start reading and get your votes in now!! 

Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas written 
and illustrated by Lucinda Gifford – the Nation-
al Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) book for 
2020. NSS takes place on Wednesday 27 May 
2020 at 11:00am. A copy of the book is on dis-
play in our library.  

NSS is held annually by the Australian Library 

and Information Association (ALIA). Every year 

a picture book, written and illustrated by 

an Australian author and illustrator, is read 

simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-

schools, childcare centres, family homes, 

bookshops and many other places. For more information see:- https://www.alia.org.au/nss  
Alicia Graham – Library Officer 

Choir 

Choir rehearsals have resumed and are being split for the time being. 
Year 4s are rehearsing on Monday mornings and Year 5 and 6 students 
are rehearsing on Tuesday mornings 8.00-8.40am. Any students in these 
year groups are welcome! 

One Big Voice 

One Big Voice has unfortunately been cancelled for 2020. The school choir will be working towards 
putting together a video of songs and choreography in costume. Filming will take place in Term 3. 

Laura Walker—Music 

https://wayrba.org.au/nominate-and-vote/
https://www.alia.org.au/nss
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P & C News 

The WA Minister for Health recently announced that the state’s free in-

fluenza vaccine program will be extended in 2020 to include all children 

in pre-primary up to Year 6. This will be in addition to babies and young 

children six months through to four years of age who were already eligi-

ble for an annual flu jab. 

Please see this website for further information :- 

https://www.telethonkids.org.au/news--events/news-and-events-nav/2020/april/

primary-school-kids-free-flu-vaccine-this-winter/  

Student Health 

Well, what a different start we have had to Term 2. We hope you have all settled in to the new normal 
and like us, are so incredibly relieved that we don’t have to home school anymore!! To all of our teachers, 
Lincoln Day and the staff at WDPS – we say a massive thank you. It is hard to imagine 
all of the work they have had to do to continue educating, caring and supporting our 
kids – they have all done a magnificent job. The clear communication, way they quickly 
adapted and above all the compassion they have shown is appreciated and valued by 
our whole community. Thank you. 
 
Mother’s Day Stall with a Difference 
Our annual Mother’s Day stall was still held this year, complying with all social distancing requirements 
and health regulations. A huge thank you to the Year 6 councillors who coordinated and ran the stalls as 
well as to our awesome fundraising committee members, Tam Bourne and Katie Turner who ensured 
everything was organised so it could still go ahead. We know the kids love picking their own gift and we 
hope you enjoyed your special presents on that special day.  
 
Kookaburra Canteen 
Rox, Ciskia and the crew have done a great job in reopening the canteen whilst ensuring best hygiene 
practices are followed at all times. Thank you for your stellar efforts canteen crew! For now the canteen 
is only open on Fridays with the preference for orders to be taken online. Please note orders close at 
9am on the operating day. 

Online Orders 

You can order online with School 24 at www.school24.com.au. 

 Create an account using the school registration ID 25315963. Once registered, you will need to input 
your child’s information including their Room number. Please ensure the Room Number is correct to 
ensure your order is delivered to the correct class room. 

 Then you can login with your username and password and place an order! Orders can be made in ad-
vance by selecting the date required. 

Please ensure that you receive a confirmation message to ensure you order has been lodged, if not the 
order has not been completed and no order will register with the Canteen.  Online ordering is the most 
convenient way of ordering both recess and lunch for your child, and is our preferred method of order-
ing.  

 

https://www.telethonkids.org.au/news--events/news-and-events-nav/2020/april/primary-school-kids-free-flu-vaccine-this-winter/
https://www.telethonkids.org.au/news--events/news-and-events-nav/2020/april/primary-school-kids-free-flu-vaccine-this-winter/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.school24.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCatherine.Smith6%40education.wa.edu.au%7C4efcc77a46cf4fd3095708d7fba68006%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637254564840239024&sdata=0rYPZzlCw%2F
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P & C News Cont. 

Uniform Shop 
Janelle, Clare and Tracey have been very busy behind the scenes ensuring all families can still order and 
receive their uniforms. Whilst the physical uniform shop is closed you can order online or by phone, with 
deliveries being made on Fridays. Thank you legends, for keeping our kids in uniform and for all of your 
hard work. You can order new uniforms here: https://www.school24.net.au/ 
 

WDPS P&C AGM – Held Monday March 9th 2020 
Our AGM (which feels like 5 years ago) was a terrific meeting – lots of enthusiastic conversations and a 
highly engaged and motivated group of parents willing to volunteer and contribute to our school com-
munity. Thank you to everyone who attended and who put their hands up for a role. Our new committee 
members for 2020 are: 
 
Office Bearers 
President  Kitty Prodonovich 
Vice President  Tina Van Maanen 
Secretary  Alana Sizer 
Treasurer  Alice Mrazeck-Scriven 
Executive Committee Members 

Executive Member 1 Roxanne Pappas 
Executive Member 2 Katie Turner 
Executive Member 3 Janelle Klymovich 
 
Sub Committees 

Canteen Sub Committee 

Convenor  Roxanne Pappas 
Canteen treasurer Alice Mrazek-Scriven 
Events and Fundraising 

Co-Coordinator  Tam Bourne 
Co-Coordinator  Ciskia Sie 
Sub Committee  Katie Turner 
Sub Committee  Alana Sizer 
Uniform Shop 

Co-Convener  Janelle Klymovich 
Co-Convener  Claire Sigrist 
Treasurer    Tracey Nicholls 
 

We look forward to a productive and enjoyable 2020! 
   
Next P&C Committee Meeting – Tonight at 7.30pm via Zoom 
Our next regular P&C meeting is on tonight at 7.30pm via Zoom. If you are unable to make it and would 
like anything raised or have a question to ask please email Alana at secre-
tary.wdpspc@mail.tidyhq.com and we will ensure that your comments or ideas are included. Our P&C is 
stronger with your feedback and input, so please don’t be shy in coming forward with any issues, pro-
jects or just general comments - we love feedback! Please note that the full minutes from our previous 
meetings are included on our page on the school website https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/
parents-citizens and we include meeting highlights in the fortnightly school newsletter following each 
P&C meeting. 

Fathering Project 

Co-ordinator  Matt Turnbull 
Sub Committee  Chris Van Maanen 
General Committee members 

Member 1  Janine Abbott 
Member 2  Peter John 
Member 3  Rachel Clegg 
 

School Board representative 

Belinda Jacklyn 

Governance and WACSSO representative 

Alana Sizer 

Sponsorship and Community grants 

Darcy Bosch 

IT and communications 

Michael Hanes 

Workshop and Parent Info event co-ordinator 

Tina Van Maanen 

Janine Abbott 

ECL Area and Naturescape Stage 2 co-ordinator 

Belinda Jacklyn 

mailto:wdpspc@mail.tidyhq.com
https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens
https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens
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P & C News Cont. 
P&C Communication 
We have several ways you can find out about the P&C, to keep you informed and updated 
 Follow us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-

290821727734550/ 
 Follow us on Instagram #wembleydownspandc 
 Visit our page on the school website. Here you will find updates and all previous meeting 

minutes 
 https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens 
 Keep an eye out for our regular information and updates in the school newsletter which 

comes out fortnightly 
 
P & C Committee 
loving our school, loving our community 

Classroom Work 

Room  3 

https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-290821727734550/
https://www.facebook.com/Wembley-Downs-Primary-School-PC-290821727734550/
https://www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au/parents-citizens
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Classroom Work 

Room 7 

Room 4 
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Classroom Work 

 

Room 8 


