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All Parents, 

I trust that all families have had as good a break as is possible given the circumstances and challenges 

that confront all of us at this time.  

I ask all parents to please read this document in its entirety. I am confident that this document will prove 

beneficial to all families as we all embark on yet another unknown and unfamiliar path in providing an 
education to all students.  

On 17 April 2020, the Government of Western Australia announced the ‘soft opening’ for public schools 
for term two. This means some further adjustments of our plans for term two. 

In setting our plans for the commencement of term two, the school has had to consider the directions from 

the Department of Education of W.A., advice from the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee 
(AHPPC) and the Government of Western Australia. 

I ask all parents to be assured that we are doing our best to respond to what is a unique and altogether 
unfamiliar set of circumstances. 

Is WDPS open for all students whose parents and carers choose to send their child(ren) to school?  

(a) I would like to make it very clear that WDPS, like all other public schools in Western Australia, will be 

open when term two commences on 29 April 2020 for all students whose parents and carers choose 
to send their children to school. 

(b) If your child is sick, they must not attend school. You must keep them at home and away from others. 
(c) Please remember to maintain physical distancing from other parents and teachers when attending 

school, during drop off and when collecting your child(ren). 
(d) The more space between people, the harder it is for the virus to spread. This document notes a range 

of measures that the school will take to support physical distancing and reduce transmission within 

the practical limitations of our school environment. 
(e) Parents and carers of children and young people with complex medical needs are encouraged to seek 

medical advice from their health practitioner to support informed risk assessment and decision-making 
regarding the suitability of on-site education for their child. 

Will it be business as usual at WDPS? 

(a) No … we are not quite there yet! 

(b) There will be changes to many aspects of school operations as we work to comply with recent health 
advice as well as governmental and departmental directives.  

(c) In so far as we are able to reasonably anticipate, the changes that we foresee at this point in time are 



 

 

noted below. This includes information for both onsite arrangements and our remote learning program. 

What will be some of the changes at school when term 2 commences?  

(a) As has been noted by the Government of Western Australia and the Department of Education, the 

current situation regarding how term two is to proceed, will be reviewed at the conclusion of week 
three of the term. 

(b) Much of what is noted in this document is heavily dependent on how many students we have at school 
on any given day and our staffing arrangements. We have asked parents to complete a survey to 
ascertain the number of students who will attend school on 29 April.  

(c) As at 24 April the school has received 178 responses to the attendance survey. Approximately 80% 
of respondents have noted that they will be sending their child(ren) to school. 

(d) The school may decide to adapt activities that could lead to organizing classes such that we maximise 
the use of existing resources. This may include reduced use of common playground areas and 

staggering recess and lunch times and other key transition times. 

(e) To commence the school term, and to comply, as best as we can, with the current social distancing 

measures, we have decided to adjust the school day by staggering start and finish times and other 
key transition times. This detail is noted below. 

(f) Where possible, the school and staff will be acting to ensure students maintain 1.5m distance when 
entering or, leaving a classroom. The advice that we have received from the Department of Education 

is that the students can be safely seated in classrooms at their desks. 

(g) In term one, we cancelled all school excursions, assemblies, sporting activities, official meetings and 
other gatherings. These arrangements will remain at least until we know the outcome of the 

government review scheduled for the end of week three of this term. 

(h) Where it is appropriate, teachers may conduct some of their lessons outdoors or, in rooms and areas 

within the school with enhanced ventilation. (e.g., the music room, science room or, the library). 

(i) Where it is practical, teachers may arrange their classroom furniture to leave as much space as is 

possible between students. Clearly, this will be dependent on how many students are in attendance 
on any particular day. 

(j) The school will continue to maintain a ban on public access to playgrounds and ‘high touch’ play 
equipment. 

(k) The staff will monitor students during non-class times to ensure they are maintaining physical distance. 

(l) The staff will be encouraged to maintain a 1.5m physical distance from other adults in staff rooms. 

(m) Where it is feasible, student work will be handed to a teacher for feedback rather than feedback being 
provided immediately by the teacher in close proximity to the student. ‘Over the shoulder marking’ is 
commonplace, under optimum conditions, in junior primary classes particularly. 

(n) The staff will be strongly encouraging non-contact greetings across the school. 

 



 

 

Will my child be taught a face to face program if they attend school? 

(a) Students who attend school will be taught by their respective classroom teachers as per the regular 
timetable as much as is possible.  

(b) This teaching will include our specialist teachers (science, music, P.E. and LOTE).  
(c) This teaching may also include integrating some of the excellent content which has already been 

prepared by teachers for online delivery via ‘Seesaw’.  
(d) In the event that student numbers in any class are particularly low then those classes may be 

reorganised to form another class. 

If, we choose to keep our child(ren) home, what program will be available for my child? 

(a) For parents who choose to keep their children at home, the school will maintain our remote learning 

model via the WDPS Seesaw platform.  
(b) This will include full access to previously announced online platforms, hard copy resources and 

learning packs.  
(c) The distribution of the learning support packs for all students participating in remote learning will 

proceed as per the revised schedule noted below. 

(d) All parents who are choosing not to send their child(ren) to school must advise the school via the email 

below so that we know which learning support packs need to be collected. This notification must be 
sent to the school by 8.00am, 28 April 2020. 

Wembleydowns.ps.learningsupport@education.wa.edu.au 

(e) The learning support packs will be available for collection from 11.00am to 12.00pm on 28 April 2020. 
If that time is not suitable please inform us in your notification email of a preferred time on that day. 

Will there be any support for students who are learning from home? 
(a) For the first week of operation the school has employed two additional teaching staff.  

(b) Laura Mickler (Kindy to year 2), and Megan Donegan (years 3 to 6) will be providing support and 
guidance to enable parents to assist them with the remote learning program.  

(c) The provision of this support will be reviewed at the end of week one. 
(d) Irrespective of whether your child attends school or, participates in the remote learning program, all 

students will be taught and or, supported by the school to the best of our capacity within our available 
resourcing. 

If my child is attending school what are the procedures for ‘drop off’ and ‘pick up’? 
(a) Parents and carers must drop off and pick up students from the designated areas only. 

(b) We ask that all parents ensure that they do not enter the school grounds during drop off or, pick up.  

Drop Off 

Kindergarten to Year 2: 

Arrival – 8.50am 
(a) Kindy to year 2 students are to be ‘dropped off’ in the car park forecourt in the area near the school 

canteen 
(b) Please do not enter the car park in your vehicle (walk in). 



 

 

(c) Kindy students will enter the school from the gate in the Kindy playground area. They will be welcomed 

by their teacher and education assistant. 
(d) Preprimary, year 1 and year 2 students will enter from the main gates. They will be welcomed by their 

teachers on the basketball courts. 
(e) Each class will then go to their classroom. In the event of inclement weather students will go directly 

to their classroom. 

Years 3 to Year 6 

Arrival – 8.40am 

(a) Students can enter the school from the school oval and then through either of the school gates 
adjacent to the undercover area. 

(b) Alternatively, years 3 to 6 students can be dropped off in the Bournemouth Crescent car park area 
and enter the school from behind the administration block. Please use that car park space as a ‘kiss 

and drop’ zone to allow for efficient traffic flow in that area. 

(c) Students to assemble on the basketball courts adjacent to rooms 12 and 13 in their designated class 
groups. In the event of inclement weather students will go directly to their classroom. 

(d) Individual classroom teachers will collect each class and accompany them to the classroom. 

Pick Up 

2.50 pm  Kindy and Pre-Primary 

(a) The Kindy student can be collected from the gate at the Kindy playground area. 

(b) The Preprimary students can be collected from the gate adjacent to the school canteen. The classes 
will be dismissed in the following order.  

(a) K Palmer 

(b) A Hodder / L Mickler 
(c) B Westerlund 

3.00 pm  Years 1 and 2 
The years 1 and 2 students can be collected from the gate adjacent to the school canteen. The classes 

will be dismissed in the following order.  

(a) E Henley 

(b) M Edgar 
(c) M Adams / Singh 

(d) R Lane 

(e) E Tavra 

3.10pm  Years 3 to 6 
The years 3 to 6 students can be collected from the gate adjacent to the school canteen. Or, the students 

can leave the school grounds as per normal if they are walking or riding home.  

What if I have more than one child attending school? 
(a) While these new measures are in place, older siblings may walk their younger brother or sister to the 

designated drop-off areas in the morning. Older siblings must then move to their designated areas for 
attending their own classes. 

(b) Kindy and preprimary must be dropped off by their parents / carer. 



 

 

(c) If, you have more than one child attending school all of your children will leave school at the same 

time as your youngest child is scheduled to leave. 
We request that all parents are punctual and collect their child(ren) on time.  

Is out of school hours care available? 
(a) Yes 

(b) Out of school hours care providers will drop off students at the same times as is noted above.  
(c) The providers of the OSHC are independent of the school. As such, I encourage parents using the 

service to make their own enquiries of that service as to their particular arrangements for after school. 

Will there be any changes to recess and lunch for the students? 
(a) Yes 

(b) Recess and lunch times may include staggered seating for eating as was our practice in the last 
weeks of term one. Playground equipment will be open on a rostered basis.  

(c) The playground equipment that is utilised will be cleaned after each use. 

(d) The school will assess, based on student numbers and supervision capacity, whether the use of some, 

or all playground equipment, is feasible. The use of sports equipment will be limited. 

Are there any arrangements to reinforce student hygiene? 
The school requests that everyone on the school site (including students) follows good personal hygiene 

(a) The school will place posters and signs around the school that promote sound hygiene practices. 

(b) Wash hands with soap and water or, hand sanitiser before entering school and at regular intervals 
(c) Practice good cough / sneezing etiquette.  
(d) Not share food or drink – consider bringing own food. 

(e) Bring their own water bottle.  

Will any school activities be cancelled? 
The following activities will remain suspended until further notice: 

(a) The library is closed for borrowing 

(b) School assemblies 

(c) Excursions 
(d) Incursions 

(e) Choir 

(f) Instrumental music lessons 

(g) Interschool sport 
(h) School clubs 

(i) Formal school meeting

Will student attendance be recorded? 
Onsite Attendance:  
Students attending school will be marked present as per the regulations.  

Online Attendance: 
The school will continue to monitor, record and follow-up attendance during this time. Where it is apparent 

to the school that a student is either not attending on site or, participating in our remote learning program 
those students will be marked absent and reasons sought for the absence. 

 



 

 

Future J 
The measures noted above will be in place (provided they work to benefit us all) until the end of week 
three of term two. 

It is expected that further announcements will be made by the Government in response to health advice, 
which may see the status quo continued, or the easing of some of these measures, and a full return to 

school. 

The staff remain committed to providing high quality support for parents who choose to keep their children 
at home during this time. Simply, we will do our best. 

I appreciate that the some of the above is very ‘rule’ oriented. However, the intent is to ensure, as far as 
is possible, that we create a safe and practical learning environment as we can. Children feel reassured 

when they know that the adults around them have structures and boundaries in place – it makes them 
feel safe and cared for. 

Across the last five or so weeks, our school has been without our students. We sometimes joke that 
schools would be great places without the students. 

Well … not quite so much … as it happens. A school without its students is little more than a collection of 
boring buildings.  

I would also like to be very clear that all WDPS students are welcome at their school from 29 April 2020 
onwards. I am sending my son to his school from the commencement of this term as I know that he is 

welcome to attend at his school. 

As you plan for how your child(ren) will access education for term two, I trust that you find the information 
in this document useful in making those plans. 

We look forward to seeing all members of our school community in and around the school as soon as is 
possible. We are all very hopeful that ‘normal’ school operations will recommence as soon as possible. 

Regards, 

Lincoln Day 
Principal 
24 April 2020 


