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NEWSLETTER 
Wembley Downs Primary School 

From the Principal 

All Parents, 

Play Based Learning 

Update 

On April 29 the staff and some parents spent the day learning about the 
merits of Play Based Learning. It was very successful day and thanks to 
everyone for the positive feedback. We have a “where to now” meeting 
for the Kindy to year 2 teachers on 7 May 2019. The staff are very keen 
to get started on making some changes to the learning environment in 
our EC section of the school.  

Again, “Play is central to and highly valued as a quality pedagogical 
practice in early childhood settings. It is considered by educators of young 
children as pivotal to the processes of learning and development (Gleave, 
& Cole-Hamilton, 2012). The importance of play-based learning is widely 
documented, especially in relation to early years settings prior to the 
commencement of formal schooling. Whitebread (2012) reports there is 
now a body of research evidence demonstrating the overwhelming 
benefit of the role of play in supporting intellectual achievement and 
emotional well-being.”  

https://ro.ecu.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3692&context=ajte 

It has been my experience in reading, listening to and participating in 
discussions on ‘play based’ learning, that there seems to be a tendency 
to place play based learning into opposition with explicit teaching. This is 
not helpful nor is it accurate. 

“Those advocating a play-based learning program are often cast as 
adversaries of those who believe young children need explicit teaching to 
prepare them for literacy and numeracy success in later years of school. It 
is unhelpful to construe these as opposed positions. Play-based learning is 
not ‘just play’. When implemented with care, planning and deliberate 
learning goals in mind, it is an effective vehicle for achieving expected 
outcomes for children in the early years.” 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634987/44524721/
The+Early+Years+of+Schooling.pdf/d044e300-584b-1413-aacd-
238f7aaf9b57 

07 MAY, 2019 

Wembley Downs Primary School 

Telephone 9245 3199 

Website: www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au 

email: wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Tues 7 - Friday 10 May 

Year 6 Camp 

 

Wednesday 8 May 

Kings Park Excursion  
Rooms 3 & 15 

 

Friday 10 May 

School Assembly 

Mothers Day Stall 

 

Tues 14 - Friday 31 May 

NAPLAN On-Line 

 

Friday 17 May 

Walk to School Day 

Round 1—Interschool Sport 
vs Woodlands 

 

Tuesday 21 May 

P&C Meeting—7.30pm 

 

Thursday 23 May 

Faction Cross Country 
 

 

https://ro.ecu.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3692&context=ajte
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634987/44524721/The+Early+Years+of+Schooling.pdf/d044e300-584b-1413-aacd-238f7aaf9b57
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634987/44524721/The+Early+Years+of+Schooling.pdf/d044e300-584b-1413-aacd-238f7aaf9b57
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/43634987/44524721/The+Early+Years+of+Schooling.pdf/d044e300-584b-1413-aacd-238f7aaf9b57
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Principal News cont... 

Indeed, we expect our teachers to use a range of instructional methods to ensure that they are well 
placed to assist students to, “learn on their own as well as with and from others.” Effective teachers 
appreciate, “that students learn best if they are provided with opportunities to learn, not only from the 
teacher, but also from other students and from sources outside the school that are now more readily 
accessible through various forms of technology.” 

Respectful Communication 

The school is currently revamping our communication policy. This document will be made available to all 
school community members at some point prior to the conclusion of this term. We intend to consult 
widely such that we can produce a document that contains the views and ideas of many. The purpose of 
redesigning the communication policy is to encourage respectful and considerate communication 
practices between all school community members. Recently, there have been many media articles 
reporting on the manner in which school staff are being treated by some parents (see link below). 
Thankfully, much of what occurs is the exception rather than the norm. However, I think that we all need 
to create the conditions where staff are not anxious about opening their email.  

I am very confident that all members of the school community would agree that we should (and can) 
work towards being a ‘lighthouse’ school. A school that is characterised by respectful partnerships 
founded on considerate communication practices. I think we can choose to work on being a leading 
school and demonstrate to all schools how effective communication makes for a very effective school. 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/the-new-school-bullies-aren-t-children-they-re-parents-20190416-
p51ej1.html 

Year 6 Camp 

The year six students camp commenced today. I thank all of the staff and parents for their support in 
ensuring that this opportunity was made available to our year six students. 

We are all looking forward to receiving camp updates and news throughout the week.  

Again, school camps and excursions are reliant on the efforts of many particularly the teaching staff. I am 
very sure all parents appreciate the energy and enthusiasm of the staff towards the year 6 camp. 

Infrastructure / Amenity Improvements 

1. The Kindy / Pre-primary area now has a new bike track installed. The work was completed just prior 
to the previous holiday break. It is quickly growing into a very popular resource for our youngest 
students. We are planning to buy some more bikes and a pack of road signs that the children can use 
to enhance their bike track. If anyone has any ideas to reduce the impact of the bore water staining 
the track – that would be appreciated. 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/the-new-school-bullies-aren-t-children-they-re-parents-20190416-p51ej1.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/the-new-school-bullies-aren-t-children-they-re-parents-20190416-p51ej1.html
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WDPS Free Parent Workshop 

Principal News cont... 

2. The area in front of the building that houses the after school care providers (Mulberry Tree) has also 
been improved. We have added a new path, limestone wall and a concrete platform for benches and 
amenities for the students. 

3. Paul (our relief gardener also planted a garden and reticulated the area between the bike track and 
the fence. In the months and years to come we are hopeful that the garden will ‘break up’ the 
aesthetic of the fence. Thanks Paul 

4. We have also installed an enclosed storage facility for our ‘spare parts’ equipment.  

Laura Walker – Music Teacher 

I am sure that everyone will welcome our new music teacher Laura Walker to WDPS. Greg Player will be 
missed by all – Greg did a fantastic job with our music program in a very short period of time. 
Irrespective, we are all very confident that Laura will lead our music program to greater highs across the 
remainder of 2019. Welcome Laura!    

Student Development Opportunity – Chamber of Commerce and Industry WA 

On May 15 2019 we accepted an invitation for a small group of year 6 students to attend a, ‘Future Skills 
for Work’ event at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry WA (CCIWA). This also provides the school 
with the opportunity to establish a partnership with the CCIWA. 

The theme of the event will be to provide our year 6 students with the opportunity to start building 
important life skills for the future of work, with a special focus on 'Scratch' coding. 

This will be achieved by encouraging; 

 Teamwork - Working effectively as a group 

 Motivation and Resilience - Building skills to face challenges 

 Communication and Networking - Listening and speaking more effectively with others 

 Coding - Using Scratch methods to design creative projects. 

Mr Lincoln Day—Principal 

Tackling Anxiety in Kids 

If you or someone you know has a child who struggles with anxiety - please come along to a free master-
class by Rochelle Masters - Principal Clinical Psychologist and Director of Masters & Co. Psychology and 
Wellness clinics. Some of the areas Rochelle will address include: 

 What is anxiety and what does it look like? 

 What causes anxiety? 

 How can I support my anxious child/teen? 

 What are the most effective strategies to tackle anxiety? 

Date: Wednesday 22 May 2019 

Time: 7pm 

Where: Library 
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School Office 

Term 2 Accounts  

These have been issued this week via the classroom teacher, if payment could be made as soon as possi-
ble that would be appreciated.  Please note:  when information re excursions is sent home permission 
slips need to be returned  to School Office even if you have paid on your term account. 

Payment can be made by Direct Deposit to; 

Wembley Downs Primary School 066-661 – 10035840, Eftpos facilities are available. 

All monies/permission notes to be placed in white box in School Office. 

Change of Contact Details ie Address, mobile number, etc 

If you have changed your details, please advise the School Office by e-mail to; 

wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au 

It is important that the school has up to date details in case of an emergency. 

Thank you. 

Enrolments 2020  

In Western Australia, children can start their education in Kindergarten, however 
compulsory schooling starts the following year in Pre-primary. 

Who needs to enrol? 

You need to apply to enrol your children in school for 2020 if they are: 

 Starting Kindergarten – 4 years old by 30 June 2020 

 Starting Pre-primary, the first year of compulsory school – 5 years old by 30 June 2020 

 Changing schools. 

Enrolments are now open. Please return your application to your local school by Friday 26 July 2019. Find 
your local public school.  

 

Enrolments 2020 

 

mailto:wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/ed/04b13c
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STEAMing Ahead—St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School 

Wembley Downs Primary School sent three teams to the annual STEAMing Ahead Challenge days at St 
Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School in Week 1 of this term.  

The girls were fine representatives of our school and showed great persistence and resilience when solv-
ing problems as a team. 

In teams of eight, the girls attempted to rescue a stranded turtle using Lego EV3 robots, use electrical 
circuits to create a turtle transport vehicle and solve a series of mathematical problems.  They listened to 
a fantastic guest speaker, Madi Scanlon, who was the top WACE student in Marine and Maritime studies 
in 2018 and special guests from WSP – the engineering firm responsible for designing some of the new 
buildings in the Elizabeth Quay precinct. 

It was a fantastic day and I’m sure it has inspired a few more engineers in the making. 

Joanne Turton—Junior STEM Specialist 

 

The Year 3/4 Team The Year 5/6 Team 
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Kings Park Excursion—Rooms 14 and 16 

What a fabulous way to start the term! I had the pleasure of going on the Kings Park excursion last Tues-
day with the students from Room 14 and 16.  

The lessons these classes participated in at the Kings Park Education Programs were Child vs Wild and 
Life in the Water.   

Observing the level of engagement, excitement and team work from the students while they collected 
macro-invertebrates, identified them from a chart and learnt about healthy wetlands to making damper, 
building a shelter and trying out some basic first aid skills was a great experience for all of us.   

Many thanks to the staff, parents and students for making it a great day.  

Michelle Leeming—Deputy Principal 
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ANZAC Day Ceremony 
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P&C News  

Election Day Community Fete 

It is now only two weeks until our Election Day Community Fete.  

We are seeking donations of: 

 succulent plants, pots or ready to sell selections 

 Tombola jars 

Book donations 

Tombola jars and books can be left in tubs in classrooms or front office.  

Succulent deliveries can be left outside Room 8 (under benches).  

The Cake Stall is always our biggest fundraiser. We’d love to have as many baked goods to sell as possi-
ble. These can be delivered on Friday 17th May after school to the canteen or on the day Saturday 18th 
May. Please label with ingredients and also no fresh cream or custard (cooked is fine).  

We are calling on the generosity of our community seeking donations of services or vouchers that we can 
include as raffle prizes. So far we have generous donations from: 

 Harvey Norman 

 General Public Food Company (Hewitt family) 

 Hawkesford family 

 Shark Bay Prawns (Horn/Bridge family) 

If you have a service or voucher to donate please contact Tam Bourne.  

As always, your time to volunteer is greatly appreciated so please give an hour where you can. See your 
year group organiser to sign up.  

 Kindy second hand books - Alana Sizer 

 PP Cake Stall - Letty & Jill Swingler  

 Year 1 Tombola jars - Jen O’Shea 

 Year 2 Succulent plant stall - Grace Buckley, Selina Lyon, Amy Bouckley  

 Year 3 Sausage sizzle - Tam Bourne 

 Year 4 Tea towels - Letty Hawkesford (combined roster for Cake Stall) 

 Year 5 Chocolate game - Kelly Davis & Kate Vallance 

 Year 6 Raffle - Tam Bourne & Genevieve 

Many thanks,  

Election Day Fundraising Team 

Woolworths Earn & Learn Program is Back! 

Woolworths earn and Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers are for educational resources based on its spe-
cific needs, across all curriculum areas, including Maths, English, Science, Art and Craft, Digital Technolo-
gies, Sports and more. 

Collect as many stickers as you can between May 1 and 25th June. Please collect and deliver to either the 
box in the office or our named boxes at Woolworths Karrinyup, Innaloo or Floreat. 

P&C Fundraising  
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P&C News  

Calling all Bakers and Non-Bakers alike! 

The P&C will host a cake stall at this years election. 

Last year cakes were sold out within only a few hours, this year we hope to meet demand. 

If every family could donate something then that would be fantastic. The class that donates the most 
cakes will get an ice-cream from the canteen. 

Based on popularity of items last year, home baked is preferred but don’t be put off - this includes packet 
mix cakes, biscuits, slices too. You can also make and freeze items in advance if you are pressed for time. 

Local health laws mean that only cooked cream and custard items can be sold so please NO fresh cream 
or custard. Please label your item with a full list of ingredients. 

We are also selling preserves so if you like to make jam, chutney or similar then these too are welcome. 

If you are not a baker but would still like to contribute then we would love to have you volunteer time on 
the roster to help sell. 

Please drop off at the canteen between 2.30pm and 3.30pm on Friday 17th May. If you have any queries 
please see Letty Hawkesford (0408 637 778) 

Anna Cathcart 
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Earn & Learn 

**Boxes are located in the school office and outside the Early 

Childhood Rooms** 
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Help Save Endangered Animals—Lila, Charlee and Molly 
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Community News 

Thank-you Morning Tea 


