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NEWSLETTER 
Wembley Downs Primary School 

From the Principal 

Welcome Back to the 2019 School Year  

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all new members of the 
WDPS school community and returning staff and families. 

Firstly, many thanks to all staff and parents who have worked hard to 
ensure that the school year commenced in a very smooth and enjoyable 
way. I would also like to thank everyone for their very positive feedback 
and enthusiasm as we look forward to the new school year. 

The commencement of the new school year sees us welcoming staff new to 
the school and some staff who have returned to WDPS. Whether new, 
existing, or returning, the enthusiasm amongst the staff to deliver a 
fantastic year for the students is very evident.  

a) Evangeline Cowan – returns to the school after 12 months of parental 
leave. 

b) Laura Mickler – Laura returns to us from having undertaken a brief 
professional learning opportunity at Yokine PS 

c) Rebecca Lane – Rebecca was selected from a very competitive 
application process and we warmly welcome Rebecca to our school. 

d) Laura Walker – Laura was also selected from a very competitive pool of 
applicants. Laura will commence in Term 2 and we look forward to 
Laura working hard to establish a first class music program.  

e) Greg Player – Greg is ‘setting the stage’ in our music program and will 
be with us for term 1. We thank Greg for committing to a short term 
position with our school.  

Our enrolments for 2019 are looking very healthy. Our current enrolment is 
423. We welcome the new kindy students and their families into our 
school. 

2019 Student Services / Positive Behaviour Support 

Mrs Leeming and Miss Sheldyn Garnaut (School Psychologist) will coordinate and manage the school 
student services programs. Broadly, this role will focus on supporting families, students and staff with 
specific the specific learning needs and the provision of additional support. In collaboration with teachers, 
Mrs Leeming and Miss Garnaut will also coordinate interagency support for families and students. 

The administration team is in the process of finalising a, ‘Students at Educational Risk Policy’. We have 
developed this policy in consultation with some WDPS parents of students with identified learning needs. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday 15 February 
Last day of swimming 

 

Tues/Weds/Thurs 
19/20/21 February 

School Photos 
 

Tuesday 19 February 
Parent Information  

Evening 
 

Friday 22 February 
School Assembly 
Welcome Picnic 

 

Tuesday 26 February 
P&C Meeting 

 

Monday 4 March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 

Wednesday 13 March 
Faction Swimming  

Carnival  

 

Friday 22 March 
Ride to School Day 
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Principal News cont... 

Fathering Project 

In December last year Chris Van Maanen and I met with Steve Rushforth from the Fathering Project.  As a 
result of our meeting we are working towards making the Fathering Project a part of the WDPS school 
landscape and experience. After discussing the project with Steve and as fathers ourselves, Chris and I 
agreed that creating a Fathering Project Dads Group at Wembley Downs PS will be provide great benefit 
to all dads, students and families. More information to come! 

After discussing the project with Steve and as fathers ourselves, Chris and I agreed that creating a 
Fathering Project Dads Group at Wembley Downs PS will provide great benefit to all dads, students and 
families. Chris and Matt Turnbull are working to develop the program specifics (times, dates and venue 
etc.) and the school will be supporting the project wherever needed.   

Developing an Innovative Learning Environment  

We are continuing to progress our plans for developing the classroom / learning environment with the 
provision of modern furniture. This is being undertaken in collaboration with the P&C. To date – the 
school and P&C have expended and committed approximately $50,000 in upgrading classroom furniture. 
The following article might be of some interest to parents. 

“If a school adopts a culture of innovation, then deeper learning is a possibility, plain and simple. That 
kind of change starts at the top and moves throughout the rest of the school systematically, eventually 
contributing to a mindset that is based on challenging students to take the initiative with how deep they 
go into learning a specific area of interest.” 

Web Site 

Our new web site will be available very shortly. The development focus has been on keeping the new 
web site as simple as possible while improving functionality.  

School Development Days 2019 (6 in total) 

1. Term 1 : January 31 and February 1  

2. Term 2 : Monday April 29 (Term 2) 

3. Term 2 : Tuesday June 4 (Term 2) 

4. Term 3 : Monday July 22 (Term 3) 

5. Term 4 : Friday December 19 (Term 4) 

ICT Professional Learning Series (students and staff) 

Teachers and students in year three to five will access a specialised ICT teaching and learning program. 
This terrific opportunity will focus on the integration of ICT into the curriculum and will occur in term 2. 
This will be very similar to the program undertaken in Ms Burchard’s room in 2018. This initiative is being 
coordinated by Ms Hodder.      

“No matter how useful and pervasive technology is, students will always need guides, mentors, and 
coaches to help them navigate projects, generate meaning, and develop lifelong learning habits. School 
cultures must encourage, reward, and scale effective teaching practices.” 

WDPS 2020 Business Plan 

A copy of the, ‘WDPS 2020 Business Plan’ will be provided to each family midway through this term. The 
plan contains many new initiatives and provides all school community members with an agreed and 
explicit improvement agenda.   
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Principal News cont... 

Scope and Sequence Documents 

Across the course of 2018 the staff spent many hours constructing school based scope and sequence 
documents in; 

a) English 

b) Maths 

c) Science 

d) HASS 

The WDPS scope and sequence documents outline the skills, knowledge and understanding that the 
school expects each student at WDPS to have acquired by a year level or stage of development.     

Maths 2019 

In 2019 maths extension will be catered for in each students home class. The progression from 2018 will 
continue for each student.  

As an example, if a student successfully completed the ICE-Em Level 6 course they will be undertaking 
the ICE-Em 7 course. Likewise, if a student successfully completed En-Vison 3 they will doing En-Vision 4 
whether they are a year 3 or 4 student. The only thing that changes is that the students will not move 
classrooms.  

The model of extension is not the focus. Indeed, teachers have commented that they can, depending on 
student need, move students between levels for certain concepts. Again, if a student is working mostly 
on En-Vision 4 in their class, the teacher has the option for providing them access to the ICE-Em 5 course 
for a specific aspect of maths – e.g. geometry or algebra. The school now possesses all of the En-Vision 
and ICE-Em mathematics materials. This is a particularly useful way to differentiate the curriculum.    

P&C / School Welcome 22nd Feb 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the P&C welcome in week 3 of this term.  

School Structure Overview 

1. Kindy to Year 1 (Mr Day) 

2. Years 2, 3 and 4 (Mrs Leeming) 

3. Years 5 and 6 (Mr Tolev) 

Parent enquiries regarding specific classroom activities and or student progress are best addressed in 
accordance with the accompanying Education Department WA document titled, ‘Talking with my School’ 

http://det.wa.edu.au/policies/detcms/policy-planning-and-accountability/policies-framework/
guidelines/talking-to-your-school.en?cat-id=3457094 

Parent Information Evenings 

The parent information evenings will be held on Tuesday 19 February. 

Session 1 commencing at 6.00 and concluding at 6.30pm 

Session 2 6.35 - 7.05pm 

Each teacher will communicate with their parents via Connect regarding any changes to this schedule 
and any other information for parents. 

Connect 

Please advise the school if you are having any issues with Connect and we will address where we can and 
if required pass the issues on to the Department Helpdesk. 

We wish everyone a fantastic year and we look forward to your ongoing support.  

Mr Lincoln Day—Principal 

http://det.wa.edu.au/policies/detcms/policy-planning-and-accountability/policies-framework/guidelines/talking-to-your-school.en?cat-id=3457094
http://det.wa.edu.au/policies/detcms/policy-planning-and-accountability/policies-framework/guidelines/talking-to-your-school.en?cat-id=3457094
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School Office 

Term Accounts 

Term accounts were handed out to your child last week, please check their bags if it has not been given 
to you.  If you can pay as soon as possible that would be greatly appreciated. 

Payments can be made by Direct Deposit :-  details below 

BSB 066161 – Account Number -10035840 – Reference – Family Name 

Or Eftpos/Credit Card/Cash  

If making payment by cash please put in envelope with Student’s name – Room No and Excursion/
Incursion and put in the White Money Box in the School Office. 

If you are experiencing financial difficulties in making full payment or have any queries please do not 
hesitate to make contact with the School Office on 9245 3199 or e-mail Kerry.Blechynden@education.wa.edu.au 

We have a number of students in our school community who suffer allergic reac-
tions to various allergies.   Many children will outgrow their food allergies.  How-
ever, reactions to nuts, seeds and seafood tend to be lifelong.   The symptoms of 
allergies range from mild to life threatening – anaphylaxis.  

Please make our school an ‘Allergy Aware’ environment.    

Allergy Awareness 

mailto:Kerry.Blechynden@education.wa.edu.au
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Netball Season 2019 

Players from Years 1 to 6 are invited to join in the fun of playing netball this season with the WDPS Netball 
Club.  

Year 1s:  
We are delighted to be able to offer the Net Set Go program to students in Year 1 again this year. NetSet-
Go is a play-based movement skills program where the emphasis is on the acquisition of basic movement 
skills in a fun environment of games and activities.  

We are very privileged to have Deanne Quartermaine run the sessions which will be held on Mondays 
3.30- 4.15pm, WDPS quad starting 6th May (Week 2 Term 2).   

Each player will receive a participant pack including T- shirt and ball.  

Keep your eye out for a Connect notice in the coming weeks for online registration details.  

Years 2-6:  
These players are in teams which compete in the PNA competition at Matthew’s Netball Centre, Selby St 
(either Friday afternoons or Saturday mornings). 

Training sessions will be held at school once a week (time and day decided by the team coaches).  

The season commences Friday 10th/ Saturday 11th May and runs until the end of August, with general 
byes for long weekends and school holidays.  

Each year group has a Netball Coordinator who will be assisting with team planning. If you are interested 
in either coaching or managing a team, please get in touch with your year group coordinator asap: 

 Year 2 – Sarah Hewitt – hewittclan@iinet.net.au 

 Year 3 – Jen O’Shea – walker_jen@hotmail.com 

 Year 4 – Katie Turner – trendkatie@hotmail.com 

 Year 5 – Fiona Schock – fifischock@gmail.com 

 Year 6 – Tina Van Maanen – tinavan25@gmail.com 

Uniforms: Years 2-6 wear our club dress for competition. We will advise a date to try on and order sizes 
soon.  

Registrations for all years will be open shortly – a link will be sent out via Connect. Please do not regis-
ter until you receive this link. 

If you have any questions, please also feel free to contact our WDPS Netball Club Coordinators Charm or 
Nat.  

Charm Crabb –  charmcrabb@netspace.net.au 

Nat Barbetti  –  natandjase@iinet.net.au 

mailto:charmcrabb@netspace.net.au
mailto:natandjase@iinet.net.au
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Safe Parking At Schools 
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Community News 


